
The Refuges’ Final CCP/EIS is Completed
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The Final Comprehensive 
Conservation Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement (DCCP/EIS) 
for Julia Butler Hansen and 
Lewis and Clark National Wildlife 
Refuges (Refuges) is completed. 

We are pleased to announce that 
we completed our analysis of the 
alternatives, and Alternative 2 was 
selected as the preferred alternative 
for each Refuge. The CCP/EIS was 
developed to provide reasonable, 
scientifically grounded guidance for 
improving the Refuges’ riparian, 
wetland, Sitka spruce swamp, and 
grassland habitats, for the long-term 
conservation of migratory birds, and 
native plants and animals. 

Actions for protecting and sustaining
the Refuges' natural resources, 
including habitats, migratory 
bird populations, and threatened, 
endangered, or rare species, are 
identified in the Final CCP/EIS. 

Priority public use programs—
hunting, fishing, wildlife 
observation, photography, 
environmental education, and 
interpretation—are also evaluated 
in the CCP/EIS.  

Public Involvement 

We sincerely appreciate the 
individuals and organizations that 
participated in our planning process 
and contributed valuable comments. 
Since the last planning update 
announcing the public comment 
period for the Draft CCP/EIS, the 
planning team has responded to 
comments, and completed revisions 
to the CCP/EIS. Appendix I in the 
Final CCP/EIS includes copies of 
the comments we received and our 
responses.

A copy of the Final CCP/EIS can 
be obtained by contacting the 
Willapa National Wildlife Refuge 

We appreciated your comments on the Draft CCP/EIS

Mail: 
Charlie Stenvall, Project Leader
Willapa National Wildlife Refuge Complex 
3888 SR 101
Ilwaco, WA 98624-9707

Phone: (360) 484-3482 
Fax: (360) 484-3109

E-mail: Charlie_Stenvall@fws.gov

For More Information
Questions about the CCP may be directed to 
Charlie Stenvall, Project Leader at the Willapa 
National Wildlife Refuge Complex, by any of 
the following methods. 

Planning Step           Target Date
 
Planning Update 1 (issued).............................September 2006         √

Public Meetings (completed)................................October 2006        √

Planning Update 2 (issued)................................February 2007        √

Planning Update 3 (issued)................................February 2010        √

Draft CCP/EIS Public Comments..February 10-April 12, 2010        √
 
Final CCP./EIS........................................................August 2010         √
 
Record of Decision...........................................September 2010        

Tentative Planning Schedule

Schedule dates are tentative and subject to change. 

Complex at (360) 484-3482, or by 
downloading a copy from our Web 
site (see page 3 for options).

In this issue: 
The Lewis and 
Clark and Julia 
Butler Hansen 
National Wildlife 
Refuges' Final 
CCP/EIS is 
completed! 

To learn more about refuge planning, visit our Website: 

http://www.fws.gov/pacific/planning/

Lewis and Clark and Julia Butler 
Hansen National Wildlife Refuges

What Happens 
Next?
Now that the Final CCP/EIS is 
completed, our Regional Director  
can make a decision in 30 days 
regarding which alternative to 
implement on each Refuge. The 
decision will be documented in a 
Record of Decision (ROD), which 
will be released to the public after 
the Regional Director signs it. 

We can begin implementing CCP 
strategies at the Refuges once the 
ROD is signed. Some actions may 
require new funding, those actions 
will be implemented as funding 
becomes available.  

Completed

Willapa National Wildlife Refuge Complex
3888 SR 101
Ilwaco, WA 98624-9707 
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To learn more visit our Refuge Websites: 

http://www.fws.gov/lc/  or
http://www.fws.gov/jbh/
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Summary of Changes in the Final CCP/EIS
Public comments on the Draft 
CCP/EIS resulted in minor 
additions and corrections that 
helped to change or clarify the 
meaning of applicable sentences in 
the CCP. The summary of public 
comments and our responses 
are presented in Appendix I of 
the CCP. The primary changes 

to the CCP included establishing 
wilderness study areas (WSA) on 
some of the refuges' islands. On 
the Lewis and Clark Refuge the 
WSA is comprised of 6,745 acres 
located on 20 islands. On the Julia 
Butler Hansen Refuge the WSA is 
comprised of 1,344 acres, located on 
Wallace and Hunting Islands.

When the Service's Regional 
Director for the Pacific Region 
signs the Final CCP/EIS Record of 
Decision, the CCP planning process 
will be completed. 

We initiated the public scoping 
phase of the planning process in 
September 2006, by announcing our 
intention to complete a CCP in the 
Federal Register. Simultaneously, 
we distributed Planning Update 1, 
announcing the planning process and 
a series of open house meetings; and 
requesting public comments. We held 
four public open-house meetings in 
October 2006. 

In February 2007, we distributed 
Planning Update 2, which included 
a summary of public comments and 
draft vision statements. In Planning 
Update 3, distributed in February 
2010, we requested your comments 
on the Draft CCP/EIS. We addressed 
your comments in the Final CCP/EIS. 

We appreciate all the comments we 
received during the planning process 
and encourage you to stay involved 
in the Refuges' activities. Successful 
implementation of the CCP is largely 
dedendent upon continued public 
support, partnerships, funding, and 
volunteer efforts.

Public Involvement Wrap-up

Bald eagle / USFWS

Brown pelican / USFWS

Under Alternative 2, the Preferred 
Alternative current wildlife and 
habitat management would 
continue, plus we would: Enhance 
resource protection and improve 
wildlife-dependent public uses. We 
would also:
• Establish a wilderness study 

area (WSA) for the islands 
(6,745 acres) identified in the 
Wilderness Review. The islands 
would be the subject of additional 
studies for potential wilderness 
recommendations, which would 
involve the public.

• Work with partners to ensure 
that dredge-spoil islands provide 
vegetative benefits for the

unique species utilizing these 
areas.

• Initiate partnerships for 
managing invasive species.

• Work with partners to produce 
a map of water trails and 
interpretive information for 
Refuge visitors.

• Expand wildlife and habitat 
research by recruiting graduate 
students to conduct studies.

• Initiate discussions with the 
Oregon Department of State 
Lands regarding options for 
managing the State's acreage 
located within the Refuge's 
acquisition boundary.

Julia Butler Hansen National Wildlife Refuge

Lewis and Clark National Wildlife Refuge

Under Alternative 2, the Preferred 
Alternative current wildlife and 
habitat management would 
continue, plus we would: Enhance 
habitat and Columbian white-tailed 
(CWT) deer management, and 
increase wildlife dependent public 
uses. We would also:
• Establish a wilderness study 

area (WSA) for Wallace and 
Hunting Islands totalling 1,344 

acres. These islands would 
be the subject of additional 
studies for a potential 
wilderness recommendation. 
Public input would be 
requested during the studies. 

• Improve and expand woodlots 
and riparian habitats.

• Implement actions to achieve 
the Columbian white-tailed 
deer recovery goals, in part by 
managing predators as needed 
year round.

• Establish an experimental 
population of Columbian 
white-tailed deer upriver.

• Develop two new trails, open 
Crims and Price Islands 
to waterfowl hunting, and 
improve all refuge print and 
interpretive media. 

• Close areas under refuge 
jurisdiction near Steamboat 
Slough to waterfowl hunting.

Highlights of the Final CCP/EIS 

A printed copy of the Final CCP/EIS is available at each of the following libraries:
  ∙ Blanch Bradley Library, 100 Main Street, Cathlamet, WA 98612
  ∙ Astoria Public Library, 450 10th Street, Astoria, OR 97103
  ∙ Clatskanie Library District, 11 Lillich Street, Clatskanie, OR 97016
  ∙ Ilwaco Timberline Regional Library, 158 1st Ave. Ilwaco, WA 98624
  ∙ Longview Public Library, 1600 Louisiana Street, Longview, WA 98632
  ∙ Fort Vancouver Regional Library, 1007 E. Mill Plain Blvd., 
    Vancouver WA 98663

The Final CCP/EIS is available as follows:
Copies of the Final CCP/EIS on CD-ROM 
may be obtained by contacting: 
Charlie Stenvall, Project Leader 
Willapa National Wildlife Refuge Complex
3888 SR 101 
Ilwaco, Washington 98624-9707 
Phone (360) 484-3482.

View or download the Final CCP/EIS 
from the following Internet sites.
http://www.fws.gov/lc/
http://www.fws.gov/jbh/
http://www.fws.gov/willapa/complex/
http://www.fws.gov/pacific/planning/

Columbian white-tailed deer buck / 
USFWS

Dusky Canada goose / USFWS
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Record of Decision (ROD), which 
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the Regional Director signs it. 

We can begin implementing CCP 
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